CHOICES
The quality of this product is ESSENTIAL.  It needs to be shot with good lighting and we need to be able to hear the people.  If we can’t hear the answers you will lose points, unless you give me a separate paper that explains what the people said.  If it looks like you did it in one day, you’ll earn the appropriate grade.

Throughout this semester we will investigate people who have made a lot of different choices.  Frankenstein decided to create a monster, the Savage decided to enter a brave new world, and Hamlet spent a lot of time thinking, “To be or not to be.”
Your task is to create a video that focuses on the choices that people make and the outcomes of these choices.  It will be due on:  ____________________

There is no group limit, however, the more people you have, the more choices you’ll have to cover.

Part I – Setting the Scene (1-2 min.)
You can do this for part 1:
You need to ask 10 people to name a choice they made today.  Don’t get their answers, just get the questions.  These can be choices like what to eat for breakfast, whether or not to go to school, etc.  Remember that it would be nice to prep the people for the question before they answer it live on camera, or we’ll get a lot of blank stares.  It might be entertaining to do that to one or two people, but not all ten.  Be creative.  Choose people of a variety of ages in a variety of locations.  Remember, this should only be 1-2 minutes total.

Or this for part 1:
You can follow someone around and record the choices that one person would make on an average day.  You should record at least 10 choices.

Part II – Interview a Teacher (not me) (1-2 min. per interview)
You can interview anyone who plays a teacher role in your life:  coaches, mentors, employers, elementary school teachers, Sunday School teachers, etc.  Remember to have a list of questions prepared ahead of time, and give the interviewee a chance to think about the answers before putting it on film.  The point of this segment is to look at the results of choices, so make sure you tell us what happened because of a choice that somebody made.
If you are in a group, each person must interview a different type of an adult that is at least 21.
Be creative.  If you are in a group, try to see if teachers/adults will talk to you in a location other than a classroom.  If you are in a group, you could also take turns asking questions that would prompt the teacher to give more detail.  This could get boring really fast, so try to find a way to keep it interesting.  Remember, you can at least edit something by cutting out part of the recording, but don’t cut off a person face to face who is being nice enough to help you out.  Mix-up your shooting angles if you can.
Part III – Your Turn in the Spotlight (1-2 min.)
1.  Video tape yourself making a choice, and the consequences of that choice, either real or imaginary.  For example, you might be considering getting a tattoo.  You could talk about the decisions that you had to make, like what you wanted to get and where you wanted to get it, and the consequences of that decision, like how your friends/family reacted, whether it turned out the way you wanted it, etc.  This can be something huge, or just something trivial you’re going through right now, but it should be more significant than choosing what to eat for lunch.

Again, if you are in a group, each of you has to be in the spotlight and talk about your own decision.

Part IV – Student’s Choice ( 1-2 min.) (This component is only required for people who are in groups)
One of the most difficult things about a choice is when it has negative consequences.  You can either talk about a choice you made and the consequences, or you can find someone who would be willing to talk about it, or you can create an imaginary scenario and act it out.  If you can think of a different type of choice that would be interesting to capture, then you can use that for this component.
Part V – Wrap-Up (30sec. -1 min.)

You should have some kind of a closing thought about choices.  What advice would you have to give to somebody who had to make a tough choice?  This should be just 1-2 sentences.

(Again, each person in the group has to have a statement.)

Your video should be at least 5 minutes.  
WRITTEN COMPONENT
Part I – What question are you going to ask people in order to collect the information for this component? 

Write out a list of the people and locations that you are going to use.  (If you choose 1 person, write out a list of locations.)
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Part 2

Complete this information for each person you interview if you are in a group.  Just attach a separate sheet of paper.
1.  Who are you going to interview?  __________________________________________

2.  Where are you going to do the interview?  ___________________________________

3.  What questions are you going to ask?  (Write them out on a separate sheet and attach it to this document.

Part 3 

Complete this information for each person in the group.  Just attach a separate sheet of paper.
1.  What was the choice that was made?  

2.  What were the results of this choice?

3.  How are you going to capture this moment on film?

Part 4

Write out a brief explanation of what this component is about, and what is involved in this component.

Alternative Project 
You may also choose to create a storyline/movie that is based on people making choices.  You should show how they get confronted with the difficult choice, what they go through in order to make a decision, and what the consequences are for that decision.  You should submit a script, with an explanation of the choices and consequences,  as well as the project proposal.  Same time requirements are involved.

