

Senior Scrapbook

An Educator's Reference Desk Lesson Plan 



Goal: Students will create a wonderful artifact representing their life stories while writing over 3,000 words of reflection and goals. 

Objectives: 

1. Students will be able to write in a voice and style appropriate for audience and purpose. 

2. Students will be able to produce legible work that shows accurate spelling and correct use of the conventions of punctuation and capitalization. 

3. Students will be able to represent information in a variety of ways.

Procedure: 
You will create a memory scrapbook that will include significant items along with a written note explaining why each item/event was special to you.

Collect items that, though perhaps insignificant to others, hold special memories of events to you. 
These events can be from any point in your life, but they must represent a choice that was made.

Remember that this writing is 'public.' People here at school and your family will see your work. Also, remember that the items should fit into a book—or be photographed. All items and paragraphs must fit into the book. Bulky items should be photographed and the photographs included rather than the items. ALL PHOTOGRAPHS MUST BE READY FOR INCLUSION IN THE FINAL BOOK!!!"

[Memento ideas: photographs, speeding ticket, warning stickers for parking violations, ticket stubs, newspaper clippings, gum/candy wrappers (not sticky), matchbooks, menus, acceptance/rejection letters from colleges, programs, mum (corsage, etc.), spirit ribbons, medals, etc. Be CREATIVE and selective.]

Required Elements: 
Write at least 100 words about EACH choice that you have included in your project. Always put the DATE for each item.  (The date can be an approximation.  Like a month and a year.)  You should record the sights, sounds, smells, tastes, thoughts, and feelings surrounding the event. Your entries will give you practice in descriptive, narrative, and expository writing. While most of you are computer dependent, the scrapbook will be more meaningful if you write the entries by hand. You MUST write at least 5 entries by hand.  It is interesting to go back and look over your handwriting to see if it has changed over the years. Write neatly in ink on one side of the page."

Put everything together into as nice a book as you want to make for a major grade. The final book will include additional writing you will do as you reflect on this last year of high school and look ahead to your future. You’ll be glad to have a record of adventures (and mishaps) to help you reminisce." 
All of your items must be connected to some kind of a choice that you had to make, a description of the choice, and the end result of the choice.  At least 1 of the items has to be related to a choice that someone else made, and the end result of that choice.  This paragraph should be written by that person.  This person must be at least 21.

Final Instructions: 
"Remember this is a MAJOR GRADE. Choose a permanent book for your items and paragraphs—a scrapbook, a three-ring binder, a photograph album with archival paper, etc. 
1.  Design a cover page for your book. Include your name, the school year, and a timeless quotation as your motto—either as a summation of your year, a description of yourself, a projection for the future, etc. 
2. Immediately after your cover page, include an entry that provides an overview of your year—100 word minimum. 
3. Your book must contain 30 items and 30 paragraphs total (minimum). Your items and paragraphs must face each other or be side by side. Organize your book how you wish. The obvious way is chronological, but you may wish to organize your items and paragraphs by topics—i.e., friends, entertainment, lunch, school, major events, sports, etc. Include a date for each item/paragraph. Make the book neat and presentable. Use glue judiciously. Be colorful, use stickers, etc. The more effort, the better your grade. 
4. For 10 points, you will include a copy of your "letter of gratitude" to someone who has helped you get where you are.  

5. For 5 points, you will include an answer to your letter OR a letter about you from someone you care for—a memory, advice, descriptions of you, etc." 

Assessment: The following grading criteria will be used for the scrapbooks: 

· book and items fitting in it = 5 points 

· cover page (including motto) = 5 points 

· Journal Entries (100 words) = 100 points 

· gratitude letter = 10 points 

· response or letter about you from someone else = 5 points 

· organization (including dates), neatness, and effort = 10 points
· presentation of choices component of project = 25 points
Format options:

1. I like to make books on Shutterfly.com – it is a free site.  You never have to pay to make the book if you do not wish too, but I can look at your digital book.

2. A powerpoint – it has to include the writings, it cannot just be pictures
